
 

                                           Cromwell & Districts 

      Presbyterian Church                                   

   

 

 

Remember all of our church services & notices are on our    

website: www.cromchurch.co.nz 

Sunday 9th August 2026 

 

Speaker:  Reece Frith 
 

Sermon:  “Gideon – Conflicted in Conflict ”  

 

Readings:  Judges 7  -  8:1-3 





 WHAT’S HAPPENING THIS WEEK 

Praying For Others 

Mondays, 7pm at the church 

Enquiries to Marie 445 1814  

 

Know Your Bible Ladies Group 

Enquiries to Lesley  445 3122 
 

Friday Ladies Bible Study/Home Group 

Friday’s at 10.00am   

Enquiries to Ann-Marie 021 0388 912   
 

Abide and Grow Study Group 

Fridays, 10.30am at the church 

Enquiries to Anna 022 109 7475 
 

Ignite The Truth Home Group 

2nd Sunday of the month @ 7pm 

Enquiries to Judy 027 226 3069 

Ladies Bible Study 

Wednesdays, 9.45am at the church 

Enquiries to Edith 445 1340 
 

Standing Pilates with Shirley & Joan 

Monday’s, 9.30am at the church 
 

Mainly Music 

Tuesday’s, 10am during term time 
 

Youth Group  

Wednesday’s, 6.30pm  

Enquiries to Trish 027 442 4992  
 
 
 
 

Tuesday Evening Home Group 
Enquiries to June 0272 487 563 
 

Big Change 4 Small People 

July’s collection went towards the work Youngs are still involved in Malawi - printing 
Sunday School Teacher lesson books in the local language.  

August’s collection is going to help some of the children the Hansen family were 
working with in Hungary.   

Please continue to pray for 'planted seeds to grow and produce fruit' in these young 
ones.  

IGNITE THE TRUTH 

Sunday 9th August (Tonight) 

 at 7 pm 

Judy & Mervyn Mitchell's Home 

15 Carlow Place 

Phone 027 226 3069 for more information. 



Readings 

Judges 7 – 8:1-3 

7 Early in the morning, Jerub-Baal (that is, Gideon) and all his men camped 

at the spring of Harod. The camp of Midian was north of them in the valley 

near the hill of Moreh. 2 The Lord said to Gideon, “You have too many men. 

I cannot deliver Midian into their hands, or Israel would boast against me, 

‘My own strength has saved me.’ 3 Now announce to the army, ‘Anyone 

who trembles with fear may turn back and leave Mount Gilead.’” So twenty

-two thousand men left, while ten thousand remained. 

4 But the Lord said to Gideon, “There are still too many men.  

Take them down to the water, and I will thin them out for you there. If I say, 

‘This one shall go with you,’ he shall go; but if I say, ‘This one shall not go 

with you,’ he shall not go.” 

5 So Gideon took the men down to the water. There the Lord told him, 

“Separate those who lap the water with their tongues as a dog laps from 

those who kneel down to drink.” 6 Three hundred of them drank from 

cupped hands, lapping like dogs. All the rest got down on their knees to 

drink. 

7 The Lord said to Gideon, “With the three hundred men that lapped I will 

save you and give the Midianites into your hands. Let all the others go 

home.” 8 So Gideon sent the rest of the Israelites home but kept the three 

hundred, who took over the provisions and trumpets of the others. 

Now the camp of Midian lay below him in the valley. 9 During that night 

the Lord said to Gideon, “Get up, go down against the camp, because I am 

going to give it into your hands. 10 If you are afraid to attack, go down to the 

camp with your servant Purah 11 and listen to what they are saying. After-

ward, you will be encouraged to attack the camp.” So he and Purah his 

servant went down to the outposts of the camp. 12 The Midianites, the Am-

alekites and all the other eastern peoples had settled in the valley, thick as 



locusts. Their camels could no more be counted than the sand on the sea-

shore. 

13 Gideon arrived just as a man was telling a friend his dream. “I had a 

dream,” he was saying. “A round loaf of barley bread came tumbling into 

the Midianite camp. It struck the tent with such force that the tent over-

turned and collapsed.” 

14 His friend responded, “This can be nothing other than the sword of Gide-

on son of Joash, the Israelite. God has given the Midianites and the whole 

camp into his hands.” 

15 When Gideon heard the dream and its interpretation, he bowed down 

and worshiped. He returned to the camp of Israel and called out, “Get up! 

The Lord has given the Midianite camp into your hands.” 16 Dividing the 

three hundred men into three companies, he placed trumpets and empty 

jars in the hands of all of them, with torches inside. 

17 “Watch me,” he told them. “Follow my lead. When I get to the edge of the 

camp, do exactly as I do. 18 When I and all who are with me blow our trum-

pets, then from all around the camp blow yours and shout, ‘For 

the Lord and for Gideon.’” 

19 Gideon and the hundred men with him reached the edge of the camp at 

the beginning of the middle watch, just after they had changed the guard. 

They blew their trumpets and broke the jars that were in their hands. 20 The 

three companies blew the trumpets and smashed the jars. Grasping the 

torches in their left hands and holding in their right hands the trumpets 

they were to blow, they shouted, “A sword for the Lord and for Gide-

on!” 21 While each man held his position around the camp, all the Midian-

ites ran, crying out as they fled. 

22 When the three hundred trumpets sounded, the Lord caused the men 

throughout the camp to turn on each other with their swords. The army 

fled to Beth Shittah toward Zererah as far as the border of Abel 



Meholah near Tabbath. 23 Israelites from Naphtali, Asher and all Manasseh 

were called out, and they pursued the Midianites. 24 Gideon sent messen-

gers throughout the hill country of Ephraim, saying, “Come down against 

the Midianites and seize the waters of the Jordan ahead of them as far as 

Beth Barah.” 

So all the men of Ephraim were called out and they seized the waters of 

the Jordan as far as Beth Barah. 25 They also captured two of the Midianite 

leaders, Oreb and Zeeb. They killed Oreb at the rock of Oreb, and Zeeb at 

the winepress of Zeeb. They pursued the Midianites and brought the heads 

of Oreb and Zeeb to Gideon, who was by the Jordan. 

8 Now the Ephraimites asked Gideon, “Why have you treated us like this? 

Why didn’t you call us when you went to fight Midian?” And they criticised 

him sharply. 

2 But he answered them, “What have I accomplished compared to you? 

Aren’t the gleanings of Ephraim’s grapes better than the full grape harvest 

of Abiezer? 3 God gave Oreb and Zeeb, the Midianite leaders, into your 

hands. What was I able to do compared to you?” At this, their resentment 

against him subsided. 



 

Two Course Tuesday 

Next Two Course Tuesday meal is on  

Tuesday 11th August. 

Cost of the meal is $15 

Please RSVP to Nicola in the office on 03 445 3078 or 

email office@cromchurch.co.nz to register no later 

than noon the day before. 

 

Thank You 
On behalf of those who took part in the Hobbies and Craft show. We would like to express 
our appreciation for your support. Also to the Cromwell Public. There was a good response 
and many queries and admiration for what our fingers and hands can do in the way of spin-
ning, weaving, colourful cards and card making. Different types of beautiful quilting, needle-

work and knitting. Model train, Lego and vehicles. Not forgetting Christine’s jars of tasty 
jam. Annemarie for her cafeteria skills.  A table of free books donated by Lyn and Les Dick 

was a bonus. Special mention for Shirley, Xavier, Murray and Ross for their help.  
It was a very satisfying conclusion to several weeks of preparation.   
A donation of $234.20 will go to Messy Church from door donations. 

Edith Geddis and Ted Corry  



CHURCH SERVANTS FOR 16th August 2026  
 

Elder on Duty: Barbara C                     Manager on Duty: Mark D 

9AM SERVICE                                                 10:30AM SERVICE 

Welcome:  John T                           Welcome:  Mark D 

Welcome MT: Phyllis S                    Welcome MT: June & Mark D 

Prayers: Edith G                                     Prayers: Mark D 

Readings: Dorothy M            Readings: Alexa W 

Music:  Beth M                             Music: Murrray R 

Morning tea: Irene W & Elma C         Church cleaning: Mark & June D 
                                            

If you’re unable to serve, please arrange a swap and advise the church office.  

Contacts:             

Minister: Rev Reece Frith                             Mobile: 021 112 4035 

Email: minister.cromchurch@gmail.com 

Session Clerk: Barbara Carston    

Email: sessionclerk.cromchurch@gmail.com           Mobile: 027 445 3415 

Church Office:  Administrator:  Nicola Clark             Phone: 03 445 3078 

Postal: 10 Elspeth Street                              Email: office@cromchurch.co.nz 

          PO Box 100, Cromwell                     Website:  www.cromchurch.co.nz 

Office Hours:  Monday to Friday 9am-2:30pm .                                                 
Newsletter items by 9am Thursday, please. 

Donations To Our Church 

Did you know there are many ways you can give to Cromwell Presbyterian Church? 

 Cash                  or             *Eftpos (available on request) 

 Direct credit or internet banking into Cromwell Presbyterian Church                             

 Account number: 02 0920 0013787 00.                                                                             

 Reference: Tithes for Offerings or BC4SP for Big Change 4 Small People  


