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“The Faith Entrusted to Us”
2 Timothy 1:13 - 14; Jude 1 -3

2 Timothy 1:13 — 14:
“What you heard from me, keep as the pattern of sound teaching, with
faith and love in Christ Jesus.
Guard the good deposit that was entrusted to you — guard it with the
help of the Holy Spirit who lives in us.”

Jude 1-3:
“Jude, a servant of Jesus Christ and a brother of James,
To those who have been called, who are loved in God the Father and
kept for Jesus Christ:
Mercy, peace and love be yours in abundance.
Dear friends, although | was very eager to write to you about the
salvation we share, | felt compelled to write and urge you to contend for
the faith that the Lord has once for all entrusted to us, his people.”

There was a man who was walking across a bridge when he saw another
man standing on the edge about to jump.

He ran over to him and said, “Stop! Don’t do it!”

The jumper replied, "Why shouldn't I?"

The passerby asked, "Well, there's so much to live for!"

"Like what?"

"Are you religious?"

To which the jumper says, "Yes."

The passerby, "Me too. Are you Christian or Buddhist or something
else?"

"Christian."



"Me too. Are you Catholic or Protestant?"

"Protestant."

Me too. What denomination are you?"

"Baptist."

Passer-by: “Me too! Northern Baptist or Southern Baptist?”

Jumper: “Northern Baptist.”

“Me too! Northern Conservative Baptist or Northern Liberal Baptist?”
Jumper: “Northern Conservative Baptist.”

“Me too! Northern Conservative Fundamentalist Baptist or Northern
Conservative Reform Baptist?”

Jumper: “Northern Conservative Fundamentalist Baptist.”

Passer-by: “Me too! Northern Conservative Fundamentalist Baptist
Great Lakes Region or Northern Conservative Fundamentalist Baptist
Eastern Region?”

Jumper: “Northern Conservative Fundamentalist Baptist Great Lakes
Region.”

“Me too! Northern Conservative Fundamentalist Baptist Great Lakes
Region Council of 1879 or Northern Conservative Fundamentalist Baptist
Great Lakes Region Council of 1912?”

Jumper says, “Northern Conservative Fundamentalist Baptist Great
Lakes Region Council of 1912.”

With that the passer-by yells, “Die heretic!!!” and pushes the man off
the bridge.

“Heretic” is not a term you hear often today.
It’s a phrase that seems to be linked to medieval times and the dark ages.



Heresy is belief contrary to and odds with orthodox Christian teaching.
That’s what our two readings address this morning.

Paul is coming to the end of his life when he wrote this letter to Timothy.
He’s in prison and his execution is imminent and he knows it.

He says “For | am already being poured out like a drink offering, and the time
for my departure is near. I've fought the good fight, | have finished the race,
I’ve kept the faith.”!

Paul has no regrets but what he does have are concerns and so he leaves this
injunction with Timothy to keep the sound teaching about Jesus.

He calls it a good deposit which in the Greek carries the idea of something
beautiful and valuable.
Paul says, “Guard it”. Keep it safe. Protect it. Preserve it.

Jude is similar.
His intention was to write about the beautiful gift of salvation but instead he is
compelled, he must write to them to urge them to contend for the faith.

Do you think this is still an issue today?
Anyone?
“In your experience where do think we need guard and contend for the faith
today?”

| can think of a particular group that goes door to door and they would say that
they alone have come to correct understanding of God and all other churches
are wrong.

| can think of a world religion that says the Bible has been corrupted, Jesus was
only God’s representative and therefore we worship a false god.

| can of those in the wider Church who say that talk of God and Jesus is all
metaphor.

But it can present a particular problem.

| think we would all agree we need to both guard and contend for the faith.

12 Timothy 4:6, 7.
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Like the two men on the bridge, where do we draw the line?
| mean,
“Can Christians have different views on issues in the Bible,
and what are they?

What do you think?

Let me introduce to reintroduce to you these concentric circles.
The Centre

At the centre is not a ‘what’ but a ‘who’.

You see, there is a God at the centre of the universe who is artist, an architect
and an ethicist.

And before anything was this God, who is artist, created the universe and
imbued this planet with beauty.

And this God —who is an architect — gave to the planet laws and structure.
This God —who is also an ethicist — imbued this planet with goodness.

Then the pinnacle of His creative work was to make human beings.
Our creation as male and female — made in the image of God to enjoy God and
His world —is core belief.

But we know these first human being became so disloyal and brought into the
world sin and death and destruction.

So when God saw what happening, he took a walk and he came to this planet.
This is a visited planet.

He came to us as Jesus who God the Son.
So at the centre is his life, and his ministry, and his teaching, and his death and
resurrection.

His life: Jesus is not a legend or a myth. He is attested to in history. He lived a
truly human life.

His ministry: Jesus went around healing the sick, proclaimed good news to the
poor, restoring sight to the blind and hearing to the dead, freeing the
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demonically oppressed and raising the dead. His ministry attested to God’s
coming rule.

His teaching: Jesus is a communicator extraordinaire, a teacher bar none.
Christians believe that of all the people who has ever lived on this planet Jesus
was the One who walked closest with God, and so why wouldn’t you listen to
him?

His death: Jesus offered himself on a Roman cross and it was where the sin-
sickness and death and our true enemies were destroyed that we might be
freed and God would be glorified.

His resurrection: Jesus’ is risen. We don’t worship a memory. We don’t follow a
set of ideas. We love and know a person who continues to be with us through
the Holy Spirit.

In Jesus —in his life, ministry, teaching, death and resurrection — we can be
absolutely certain of his unshakable love, his unrelenting faithfulness, his open
armed welcome, his ability to change lives for the better and His good and
perfect rule.

Everything else flows out from here.

Dogma

Dogma is not a dirty word.

It is a good word when you know its real meaning.

Dogma is what 99 percent of all Christians who are alive and who have ever
lived believe and have agreed on.

The vast majority of Christians agree there is a Creator God as we have just
talked about.

The vast majority of Christians agree that God is personal, that He can be
known; He is knowable and relational.

The vast majority of Christians agree that Jesus was divine.

The vast majority of Christians believe in God the Father, God the Son and God
the Holy Spirit, where each Person is equal to the whole person of God.



You can trace these beliefs down through history — you can —and what you will
find is a strong unbroken chain of belief through the last one hundred years,
through the Reformation, and on through to the Early Church Fathers and back
to the Apostles.

The Creeds such as the Apostle’s Creed encapsulate the belief of 99 percent of
all Christians who are alive and who have ever lived

So there is dashed line in that if for example Jesus taught something, then it
something we hold tightly to.

Then there’s
Doctrine

Doctrines are often the way we understand and express dogma.
“Doctrines, as humanly created declarations of God’s truth, must always

be revisited and, if needed, revised. “The post-Reformation scholars
used to say, ecclesia temper reformanda est, or ‘the church is (reformed

/i

and) always reforming’”.
Here we basically agree but we can also have disagreements about the details.
Take the following:
% Creation
Christians hold to a number of views about creation.
All believers hold that God is the Creator but they disagree of the how he

created:

Some hold to a literal six day view of creation; God created all there is in
literally six 24 hour days.

Others hold to an old earth view, that the creation days in Genesis were
not literal 24 hour days — they were different lengths of time.

Then there are others sincere, faithful, evangelical Christians who hold
that all life shares a common ancestry and God governed natural

2 http://www.patheos.com/blogs/jesuscreed/2016/03/11/four-views-of-hell/
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processes to guide evolution over time. This is called Evolution
Creationism.

There are some who hold to intelligent design. Intelligent design is a
theory that the universe and its complex life forms cannot be explained
solely by natural causes but show evidence of intervention by an
intelligent cause.

Then there are others who say that there is a gap between Genesis
chapter 1 verse 1 and 2. That God created the earth but there was a
calamity and God restored and reformed the earth.

Now, before you prepare to tie to a stake on the bonfire, just know that | am
simply presenting the spectrum of views that are out there.

If we were to have a show of hands there would a varied range of beliefs.

And to be quite honest, this is an area of great unknown.
And to quite honest again, all of the views have their flaws and holes in them
(except of course, for the view | hold ©).

3% The Sovereignty of God

All Christians agree that the Lord is the world’s true King and Ruler but to what
degree?

There are those who hold that God exercises meticulous, exhaustive
sovereignty. He micro-manages to the ‘nth’ degree.

But there are also Christians who say God brings about His plans even as He
allows human beings to act as free-will agents.

And there are other views that float around about and in-between.

% The End Times

Did you know that every generation of Christians has thought itself to be the
last? Did you know that?

Martin Luther, who sparked the Reformation some 500 years ago, believed the
end was at hand.



The “Rapture Theology” has only been around for roughly 150 years. In other
words, 200 years ago no one, not one Christian talked about the ‘rapture’.

Of all the signs described by our Lord as signalling the end of the world
some we see already accomplished... For we now see that nation arises
against nation and that there is more war now in our own times than
ever before in history. Earthquakes overwhelm countless cities, as we
often hear from other parts of the world. We endure endless plagues. It
is true that we do not see signs in the sun and moon and stars, but from
the changes of the atmosphere we may infer that these are not far off.

Does anyone remember who said this?
It was Pope Gregory —in the 6th Century some 1500 years ago.

In other words when it comes to the return of Christ, we can’t afford to be
overly confident about timelines and details.

So this is only three areas amongst a myriad of others.

Doctrine is important. Letting go of certain doctrines can have a knock off
effect that is not good.

At the same time doctrine is not the core of our faith.

On the outer ring we have Opinion.
What you personally believe about an issue.

You may be of the opinion that drinking alcohol is not for you.

And | totally respect that opinion. There is was a season in my life where
alcohol was off the table. That season for some people can be their whole lives
and when you look at the harms done that is understandable.

War. Some Christians think is appropriate to serve in combat situations
whereas others believe we Jesus calls us to pacifism. Every year we
commemorate ANZAC Day, and there are a small but growing number of
Christians who think that to commemorate ANZAC Day is again inappropriate.

But of course our faith is not centred on opinions.



There are limits.

We should be aware of what is called theological novelty.

For example, there is a group (they have around 8.5 million adherents
worldwide) and they teach that Jesus and the archangel Michael are the
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same being. Michael became Jesus on Earth and when Jesus returned to
heaven became the archangel again.

This same group also believe that when Jesus rose from the dead he did
so with ‘spirit-body’. His physical body stayed in the tomb. He only
appeared to be physically risen (which is an act of deception...)

The thing is, no-one ever, in the whole of church history has ever had these
beliefs. They are anti-Biblical and didn’t appear until the late 1800’s.
That’s just one example.

So to finish, a caution and a commendation.

What can happen is this: people get rigid. They get strict. That get doctrinaire.
In their desire to defend they become defensive.

One of the dangers is drift; that doctrines and opinions can drift and move
toward the core of who we are.
They take up a central place in our lives and thinking instead of Jesus.

When that happens what | have found is we become so narrow we squeeze
out the space to ask genuine questions — the space to explore.

Difference of opinion isn’t tolerated. It calls into question the other persons
faith.

It is okay to have convictions in different areas.

We all do.

There are areas we have talked about this morning that through prayer and
study | am fully convinced about.

But when opinion or doctrine becomes central, we become rigid. We become
stiff-necked.

What can happen too is that some Christians find it so unnerving for the beliefs
to be challenged that they become annoyed and even angry.

| mean there was NT scholar who narrowly avoided being physically
assaulted by another Christian. Why? Because the scholar disagreed
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with the other Christian’s reading of Revelation by saying that most of
what is written isn’t prophecy but described many of the events of the
1t century.

So in areas that are secondary not core to what we believe, let there be
gracious disagreement, discussion and even debate.

The commendation is this: we have been entrusted with the gospel.
When it comes to the core teachings of our faith, | would say we are to guard
from without, contend with within.

We are guard against alien ideas entering into what we believe and teach.
When it comes to ideas within the Church that are odds with our historic
orthodox, Biblical faith we are contend, compete and challenge.

We shouldn’t be ashamed of that.
Again we are to that with firm graciousness.
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