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Questions about Spiritual Gifts
1 Corinthians 14:1; 1 Thessalonians 5:19 — 22

“Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the
common good.
To one there is given through the Spirit a message of wisdom, to another
a message of knowledge by means of the same Spirit, to another faith by
the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one Spirit, 10to
another miraculous powers, to another prophecy, to another
distinguishing between spirits, to another speaking in different kinds of
tongues, a and to still another the interpretation of tongues.
All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and he distributes
them to each one, just as he determines.”

1 Corinthians 12:7 - 11

“Follow the way of love and eagerly desire spiritual gifts, especially the
gift of prophecy.”
1 Corinthians 14:1

9Do not put out the Spirit’s fire. Do not treat prophecies with contempt
but test them all; hold on to what is good, reject whatever is harmful.”
1 Thessalonians 5:19 — 22

So last week we looked at the gifts of the Spirit.

We talk about the gifts given by the Spirit to believers when become followers of
Jesus, gifts found in 1%t Corinthians .

So coming into this week, | thought you know, people often have genuine
guestions about whatever topic you cover.

And one of the BIG question is this:

“Are the gifts really for today?”

Someone might say, “l just talked to someone, and I’m not sure anymore.”

You will meet people who say, “That was then, this is now.”
The gifts were for the 1t Century when the Church was being established.



Healing and miracles served to confirm the validity of the Gospel message
when it was first proclaimed by the Apostles.

Prophecy was infallible divine revelation that is no longer needed because
now we have the New Testament.

They would say that some gifts like teaching and administration are still
with us but others are no longer given by the Holy Spirit.

So the exceptional gifts — tongues, prophecy, healings and miracles — have
ceased and are no longer for today.

In other words:
“The exceptional gifts are no longer for today.”

How would you respond?
Tell the person next to you.

Three reasons why the gifts of the Spirit are for today:
1) Biblical

It is difficult to come to the Bible and read with it and come to the conclusion that
the gifts have ceased.

The Bible speaks the gifts of the Spirit are to be active and the New Testament
teaching is to be followed unless there are clear reasons from the context why

they should not.

There is no verse anywhere that states that prophecies or words of knowledge or
any other gift has ceased or prohibits them.

In fact the reverse is true — we find these instructions:

“Zealously desire the greater gifts”
1 Corinthians 12:31

“Eagerly desire spiritual gifts, especially the gift of prophecy”
1 Corinthians 14:1

“Brothers and sisters, be eager to prophesy, and do not forbid speaking in
tongues.” 1 Corinthians 14:39

“Do not quench the Spirit. Do not treat prophecies with contempt”
1 Thessalonians 5:19, 20.



Paul wrote to local congregations urging them to be eager, to be zealous, to keep
the fire burning for spiritual gifts.

If the gifts have ceased and are no longer available to Christians then these
repeated exhortations become meaningless for believers and might as well not be
in our Bibles.

It’s like reading someone else’s mail, addressed to someone you don’t know and
have never met.

BUT these encouragement are in our Bibles.
A lot of intellectual gymnastics and presumption have to take place it order to
explain them away.

We hold fast to Scripture and trust that the Spirit works in harmony with the
Word.

There is no Biblical reason to say that the gifts of the Spirit have ceased; a straight
forward reading is that the teaching say they continue to operate to build up the
church today.

2) Historical

One of the claims is that after the Apostle’s the miraculous gifts, the exceptional
gifts, died out,

A close reading of Church history shows that after the first Apostles died and
church grew, the gifts continued.

The Early Church Fathers, who came after the Apostles and care for the church
give their testimonies.

Justin Martyr stated, “For the prophetical gifts remain with us, even to the present
time.”

Irenaeus of Lyon wrote in 180 A.D.:
“For some do certainly and truly drive out devils...
Others have foreknowledge of things to come: they see visions and utter
prophetic expressions.
Others heal the sick by laying their hands upon them, and they are made
whole. Moreover, as | have said, the dead have even been raised up and
remained with us for many years.”

Tertullian wrote:



“Now all these signs (of spiritual gifts) are forthcoming from my side
without any difficulty and they with the instructions... of the Creator.”

In 248 AD Origen wrote of manifestations of the Spirit and of power:
“They expel evil spirits, and perform many healings, and foresee certain
events, according to the will of the Word... And the name of Jesus can still
remove distractions from the minds of men, and expel demons, and also
take away diseases.”

This is Charles Spurgeon:

Spurgeon was known for his powerful Biblical preaching and in the late 1800’s
oversaw a congregation in its thousands long before megachurches existed.! He
was a defender of the truth of the Gospel especially at a time when Liberal
theology was invading and killing many churches.

What is less know is that moved in the area of prophecy, words of knowledge and
healing.

One time, “A city missionary, when going his rounds, met with this
man, and seeing that he was reading one of Spurgeon’s sermons, he
asked the question, ‘Do you know Mr. Spurgeon?’

‘Yes,’ replied the man, ‘I have every reason to know him, | have been
to hear him; and, under his preaching, by God’s grace | have become
a new creature in Christ Jesus. Shall | tell you how it happened?

| went to the Music Hall, and took my seat in the middle of the place;
Mr. Spurgeon looked at me as if he knew me, and in his sermon he
pointed to me, and told the congregation that | was a shoemaker,
and that | kept my shop open on Sundays; and | did, sir.

! He pastored the Metropolitan Tabernacle in London, which seated 5,600 and had two services a day every
Sunday.
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| should not have minded that; but he also said that | took nine pence
the Sunday before, and that there was four pence profit out of it. |
did take nine pence that day, and four pence was the profit; but how
he should know that, | could not tell.

Then it struck me that it was God who had spoken to my soul
through him, so | shut up my shop the next Sunday.

At first, | was afraid to go again to hear him, lest he should tell the
people more about me; but afterwards | went, and the Lord met with
me, and saved my soul’”

Later Spurgeon would write:
“I could tell as many as a dozen similar cases in which | pointed at
somebody in the hall without having the slightest knowledge of the
person, or any idea that what | said was right, except that | believed |
was moved by the Spirit to say it.”

The gifts are Biblical, they are found throughout Church history, and finally they are:
3) Eschatological

Now ‘Eschatology’ is a word that refers to the end of time when Christ returns, the

final judgement, the restoration of planet Earth and the eternal destiny of human

beings.

In popular language it’s what we might call the “end times”.

Many Christians create and obsess over detailed schemes regarding the “end
times” but the New Testament vision of the was not so complex.

It spoke of the ‘last days’ and the end of the this present age marked by sin and
brokenness and the age to come, marked by God overthrowing evil through Jesus,
the reign of peace and the outpouring of the Spirit on all creation.

The phrase “the end times” isn’t found in Scripture but term “the last days” is
used five times in the New Testament.

The ‘last days’ refers to the time between Jesus ascension and his return where
the Spirit is poured out on the believers in the face of opposition and persecution.



In Acts Peter quoted Joel when he preached:

““In the last days, God says,

| will pour out my Spirit on all people.

Your sons and daughters will prophesy,

your young men will see visions,

your old men will dream dreams.

sEven on my servants, both men and women,
| will pour out my Spirit in those days,

and they will prophesy.”?

“In the last days...”
The last days will continue until Christ returns.
So we are living in the last days. Peter is speaking of our time.

During the last days the Holy Spirit will continued to be poured out on believers.
A mark of Spirit being poured out is spiritual gifts including prophecy.

So there’s 3 reasons.

The thing is, there is still a cautiousness, a wariness, in some churches regarding
the gifts of the Spirit.

And for good reason.
Some unwise and even foolish, silly things have been seen and done in the name
of pursuing the gifts of the Spirit.

We are told in 1 Thessalonians 5:19 — 22:
“Do not put out the Spirit’s fire. Do not treat prophecies with contempt but
test them all; hold on to what is good, reject whatever is harmful.”

We're are told to test prophecy (and others gifts as well) but what'’s the test?
Again, tell the person next to you.

2 Acts 2:17 — 18.



e Harmony between the Spirit and the Word of God.

So here’s what | think: the number one test is Scripture: Scripture and its truth are
for all people in all times and in all places.

Whether you were a Christian in the North Africa in the 4" Century or part
of the Reformation in the 17t or Chinese Christian in an underground
church or Brazilian Pentecostal or kiwi in a church in 215t Century New
Zealand, God’s Word has and does speak into each and every believer.

Other hand, contemporary prophecies and words of knowledge and wisdom are
situational and circumstantial.

Prophecy (words of knowledge and wisdom) address a particular group or specific
person for a defined time facing distinct circumstances.

Many Christian cults have arisen because someone has claimed special revelation
about God and these have been accepted as doctrine.

When it comes to the core teachings of the Christian faith, the core doctrines, the
Bible is enough.

e Does it point us to Christ?
Who or what are we left thinking about after the prophecy is given?
Ourselves? The one claiming to bring a message from God?
Does it result in praise and thanks to God?
Are we thrown back on our own strength or are reminded of Christ’s grace?
e Does it benefit the whole church?
When people hear a prophecy that is genuinely from God, it gives a lift, an
encouragement to churches.
Sometimes it’s simply that sense that God is really involved in our lives.
Even a ‘hard’ word points us to the grace and forgiveness of God.

e Clarity

So much of what is passed as prophecy is waffle or repeated phrases:
“My people, my people, | say to you, you are my people, my people”.

Is it in language that both enquirers and believers can understand?



Another way of putting is, “What are we being asked to do? How are we to
respond?”
Prophecy, like preaching and teaching, has a point to it.

¢ A willingness to defer to church governance?

One of the roles of those who shepherd God’s people is to guard against error and
protect those who would take advantage of those under their care.

If someone proposes that a significant message is given to the church, the Elders
have a responsibility to test it, and reject or accept some or all of what is said.

If the person isn’t willing to let that happen then there is a question mark over
their suitability to any message at all.

Another question that might be sitting in the back of people’s minds is this, “Isn’t
this all very inward looking?”

| mean we live in world of need of Jesus and here we are talking about gifts of the
Spirit for us.

| think when the church is healthy, when the gift are being exercised in a good way
that glorifies the Lord and builds people up, then a natural overflow of that is we
take than out into our world.

So there’s a few of questions about the Holy Spirit.
I’m sure there is more.
So as | said last week, | want to keep the conversation going.

So if you have a question, flick an e-mail.

If you want chat one on one, do you remember my charge?
(A flat white and slice of carrot cake®©).



