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 “There is a God in Heaven...” 

Daniel 2 
 
Do you remember this story I told a few months ago? 
 

Two friends were meeting for coffee at a local café. One (his name 
was John) was a pastor and a scholar (those two can sometimes go 
together). And he was explaining to his friend about what the local 
church was doing to promote Jesus amongst the residents of the area. 
At one point, as John was doing this, he noticed a woman sitting a few 
tables away looking at him intently as these two had their 
conversation. He assumed the woman was a fellow Christian 
interested in listening into his conversation, so he kept talking. 
 
A few minutes later, the woman got up from her table, paid her bill, 
walked straight across to his table, and, at what seemed like the top 
of her voice, said: ‘So, you want to convert the world. How dare you!’ 
And off she stormed. 1 

 
People may think this but they seldom say it so loudly. 
 

John was dumbfounded and for a moment wondered, “Well maybe 
our mission is presumptuous. Maybe this isn’t part of a reasoned, 
modern faith?” 

 
It’s a type of response and question that’s in embedded in so-called liberal 
Western thinking. 
 

A sophisticated group of people who might say, “Your God is just a 
projection, made up in your head. It’s a figure you’ve created to suit 
your own tastes and help you cope with life. But you know, people 
today have moved beyond that, and you need to too.”  
That’s what some people might and do say, quite publicly.  

  
Another is based on one of the most PC ideas in our culture today. 
That idea is not that there is no God but that all religions are 
basically following the same deity. 

                                                
1 John Dickson, Promoting the Gospel (Sydney South: Blue Bottle Books, 2005), 17. 
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“Surely”, people will argue, “we are all worshipping the same god, 
but don’t know it. We are all climbing up different sides of the same 
mountain.” 

 
For others it’s this pressure to appease the culture. 
The workplaces we inhabit, the people we socialise with and 
messaging of social and mainstream media create an atmosphere 
where expressing certain beliefs is taboo. It also creates modern 
“sacred cows” that we dare not question. 

 
At a personal level for many of us there is strong and reasonable fear 
of losing relationships.  

 
If the pushback is so strong, why do it?  
What is the prime motivation for mission, for reaching out to others so that 
they may know the Jesus we know? 
 
What would your response be?  
Tell the person next to you. 

 
Well, it could be because are commanded to and we want to walk in 
obedience. 
A number of passages speak about ordinary, everyday disciples being 
able to share their faith. 
 
It could be want Jesus to be made known because of the final 
judgement that has eternal consequences (which is a part of the 
Christian message).  
There are high stakes for those who knowingly reject Jesus. 
 
Maybe so people can live free from guilt and shame. 
Maybe we’re grieved because we see people living lost, purposeless 
lives. 

 
These are all valid and yet I think there is a deeper reason we don’t often 
think about. 
 
It’s here that Daniel’s story helps us. 
 
In Daniel chapter 2, Nebuchadnezzar, the king of Babylon has disturbs him 
and he knows it has deep significance. 
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And that is not unusual. 
Dreams in ancient times were highly significant. 
Dreams are throughout Scripture. 
Through dreams God was thought to communicate with human beings. 
In Genesis Jacob and Joseph receive nocturnal visions.  
In Matthew’s Gospel when telling the account of Jesus’ birth, Joseph 
receives not one but four dreams from God.2 
And dreams in the most detail in the book of Daniel. 
 
Nebuchadnezzar is alarmed by his dream – yet he can’t remember what it 
was!  
So he demands that his advisors both tell him what it was and its meaning – 
which none of them can do. 
So Nebuchadnezzar orders that they be chopped into pieces (an entirely 
reasonable response).  
Daniel hears about this, gets his mates together to pray, and approaches 
the king.  
 
Daniel says to Nebuchadnezzar “but there is a God in heaven who reveals 
mysteries” and proceeds to tell him the meaning of his dream. 
When Daniel say this – “there is a God in heaven” – he’s not just making a 
theological point; he is actually making an evangelistic statement.  
 
He is saying, all these other gods that your wise men and astrologers and 
sorcerers are appealing aren’t gods at all. 
He doesn’t labour the point as he is very clear about to whom the glory 
belong.  
We find later in chapter four that Nebuchadnezzar is humbled because he 
refused to acknowledge and glorify God as the Most High over all the 
kingdoms of the earth. 3 
 
To put it bluntly, if there is just one God in the universe, everyone 
everywhere has an obligation, a responsibility, a duty to worship that Lord. 
 
Duty makes it sound like a chore when the reality is when you meet with 
God in a real way, worship is natural response to His glory, His beauty and 
His love. 
 
 

                                                
2 Matthew 1:20; 2:13, 19, 22. 
3 Daniel 4:32 
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Psalm 24 verse 1 puts it explicitly: 
“The earth is the LORD’s, and everything in it, 
   the world, and all who live in it…” 

 
The very first verse in Scripture states? 
 “In the beginning God made the heavens and the earth.” 
 
This is equivalent of saying that no other deity was involved in the universe. 
 
The Ten Commandments found in Exodus chapter 20, begin with the 
words: 

 “I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the 
land of slavery. 
 You shall have no other gods besides me.” 

 
Deuteronomy 6 verse 4 points the way the Israelite confessed: 

“Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is the one and only.” 
 
And this belief is reaffirmed again and again throughout Scripture.  
 
This God is the Creator and Sustainer of all there is.  
He is the Maker of the earth and source of life. 
He is the one and only God of all people.  
 
And because there is only one God of the universe, each and every person 
everywhere owes their allegiance and their loyalty and their worship to 
that one God.  
But the Bible goes to great lengths to make known who this one God is.  
 
Let’s turn to 1 Corinthians 8:4 – 6 (on page 1110): 

4 So then, about eating food sacrificed to idols: We know that an idol 
is nothing at all in the world and that there is no God but one. 
5 For even if there are so-called gods, whether in heaven or on earth 
(as indeed there are many “gods” and many “lords”),6 yet for us 
there is but one God, the Father, from whom all things came and for 
whom we live; and there is but one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom 
all things came and through whom we live. 

 
Paul in this passage is not only making it clear that idols are human 
creations but the God is the One and only God is God who is caring Father, 
revealed to us in the Son Jesus, and present with us now by the Spirit. 
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The true God of the universe – the true Lord – has a name: Jesus. 
 
So with all due respect, there is no god of Islam. 
There is no gods in Hinduism, with all due respect. 
There is no god behind Buddhism, with all due respect.  
 
These are human made.  
 
This affects our mission. 
Psalm 96 is a missions Psalm. 
In it we’re told: 

“Sing to the LORD a new song; 
    sing to the LORD, all the earth. 
2 Sing to the LORD, praise his name; 
    proclaim his salvation day after day. 
3 Declare his glory among the nations, 
    his marvelous deeds among all peoples. 

 
7 Ascribe to the LORD, all you families of nations, 
    ascribe to the LORD glory and strength. 
 

9 Worship the LORD in the splendor of his holiness; 
    tremble before him, all the earth. 
 
10 Say among the nations, “The LORD reigns.” 
    The world is firmly established, it cannot be moved; 
    he will judge the peoples with equity.” 

 
Psalm 96 highlights many of the points we’ve already talked about – God’s 
rule, his creation and the reality that other gods are in fact idols. 
 
What then is the proper response from the nations, the people of the 
earth? 
 
Acknowledge the LORD, all you families of nations, recognise that 
the LORD is glorious and strong. 
Give to the LORD the glory he deserves; bring an offering and come into his 
courts. 
Worship the LORD in the splendor of his holiness, tremble before him, all 
the earth. 
 
This is the reason behind mission.  
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Given that there is only one God and one God only who made the universe 
and who is the source of life, then everyone on the planet has a duty to 
worship that one God. 
 
And they must be given opportunity to hear about that God and belong to 
Him. 
That’s why we seek to reach others.  
 
Even the Reformers recognised this point which we’ve forgotten. 
So they wrote: 

What is the chief end of man or human beings?  
The chief end human beings is to glorify God, and to enjoy him 
forever. 

 
Whether people accept that it up to them - Daniel didn’t labour the point 
but let be at work in Nebuchadnezzar.  

------------------------ 
 
So what about us?  
What’s the takeaway this morning? 
 
Well let me give you three: 
 
The first is simply this: what’s helps keep the “Wow!” factor in your walk 
with God? 
Is creation? Is it art or architecture? Is worship in song? 
What is it that helps you to say,  

“Ascribe to the LORD glory and strength. 
8 Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name; 
    bring an offering and come into his courts. 
9 Worship the LORD in the splendor of his holiness?” 

 
 

The second: 
 

Why reach out with the Good News of Jesus to an atheist friend with 
a nice car, large salary and big house?  
Because he or she might be happier or more fulfilled with Jesus – 
yes!  
But more so because in reality our friend belongs to the one true 
Lord called Jesus. 
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Why take the Good News of Jesus to retirees living in the twilight of 
their years? 
Not simply because they will face eternity sooner than others (which 
is true) but because right now they owe their allegiance to the One 
true God called Jesus. 
 
Why reach out to teens who only seem to live for pleasure in the 
now? Not only because they will find greater meaning in life (which 
often happens) but because they are the possession of the one true 
King and Lord called Jesus.  
 
Why reach out to a friend in a dark place in life? Not only because 
they need the life and hope God can bring but because they 
creations of their Maker who alone deserves their worship. 

 
All of these good things that we experience flow out of who God is;  
that there is no other Lord of the nations, no other Creator of the universe, 
full of mercy, love and grace, 
who reigns in splendour, glory and love.  
 
 
Finally, there’s a reminder for us and it’s this: 

What was Israel’s besetting sin, the one sin that brought them to 
their knees time and time again? 
 

It was idolatry –  the making of gods that are no gods at all.  
 
People may be affronted to be told we have a responsibility to worship the 
one true God alone.  
But here’s the thing: if we’re not worshipping the Lord we will always 
worship something or someone else. 
 
We too need to always be aware of taking the worship that belongs to God 
alone and giving it someone or something else. 
 
We need to always be on guard against placing our ultimate hope, meaning 
and purpose in something other than Jesus. 
It could be wealth or relationships or family or ministry or our own ability 
or whatever… 
 
Our worship belongs to the one true God alone. 
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Let’s pray. 
 
(Pause) 
 

St Augustine wrote some 1500 years ago: 
“You move us to delight in praising You;  
for You Oh Lord have made us for Yourself,  
and our hearts are restless until they rest in You.” 

 
 

 
 


