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“Be Filled”
Acts 2:1 — 4: Acts 4:31; Ephesians 5:18

So by way of introduction, as I've shared many years ago, | went to a
Christian youth camp as a 16 year old fairly new follower of Jesus.

It was a life changing experience.

The speakers were great and the music was great and the times of
ministry and prayer were really great. For me it was one of those heaven
on earth times in my life.

And one of the other really fantastic things was that at the breakfast
table and at the dinner table you sat with all these different followers of
Jesus from different churches. You had youth from Baptist churches,
AOG churches, Presbyterian Churches, Catholic churches and so on.
Sometimes in the conversations — not often — but sometimes certain
distinctives would come out around certain topics.

Do you believe in infant baptism or believers baptism? What is the role
of the Pope?

And the thing is, there are distinctives among churches.

You can’t help it.

Even churches and believers who say, “I’'m just a Christian” have their
distinguishing beliefs.

So it got me thinking: at their best, at their best, what do different streams of
the Christian faith bring to the table? What do they bring to the wider Body of
Christ?

- What do you think our Brethren brothers and sisters bring to the
table?

| think they bring a deep Biblical commitment.

A deep commitment to the Bible as the Word of God.

We should all have a high level of commitment to the Bible but | notice

at their best Brethren churches have this high knowledge of Scripture

and where a verse and passages are found and often an emphasis on

memorising Scripture.

- What about the Baptists?
| think it’s this: adaptability.



You know a lot of churches have structures that sometimes can be
restrictive. What I've found with Baptist churches, at their best, is that
wherever they are planted they are able to adapt to the culture around
them without changing the message. Not all churches find that easy to
do.

- What about Presbyterians?

| think it’s honouring the life of the mind.

You know, historically wherever the Presbyterians went, apart from
churches they would establish what? Schools and universities.

And you know that in some churches the mind is neglected although
Jesus said that we Love God with all your heart and with all your soul
and with all your... mind.

So my final one:
“What do our Pentecostal brothers and sisters bring to the table?”

Have a chat about that one.
| think what Pentecostals bring to the table of faith is this: expectancy!

They read passages of Scripture such Acts chapter 2 and when they gather
together on Sunday morning it’s with this anticipation that the Risen Jesus
keeps his promises and He will be there by his Spirit.

When our Pentee brothers and sisters come to a passage like this one today,
they look at it and they believe that the Holy Spirit recorded as being active in
Acts is the same Holy Spirit active in the church today.

So they roll up to church on Sunday and they believe that the key agent at
work in the worship service isn’t the preacher (as good as he or she might be)
or the musicians (as great and they may be) —it is the Holy Spirit.

They believe that the Holy Spirit is present — not as an idea or as a memory —
but truly present in the Sunday worship.

And with this is this anticipation that the Holy Spirit would be present is this
expectancy that the gifts of the Spirit will be as well.

Because of this confidence they are expectant that God will do new things in
their lives.



There is this expectancy around the ongoing work of the Holy Spirit.

That’s the expectancy we find in Acts chapter 2.

In obedience to Jesus’ command, on the day of Pentecost all of the believers
were meeting together and waiting and praying - and they were all filled with
the Holy Spirit.

But what do we read 2 chapters later?

Acts chapter 4 verse 31 we read that:
“After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken. And
they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God
boldly.”

So they’re filled in chapter 2 and then chapter 4.
They were given the Spirit and then they were given the Spirit again...

And the thing is, you keep finding this pattern again and again throughout the
Acts.

You read of people who filled with the Spirit, and then later they are filled
again.

Peter is filled with the Holy Spirit and then he was filled again...

Paul is filled with the Holy Spirit in Acts chapter 9 and then again in chapter
13...

Scripture speaks of “filling” and “being filled”, of an “outpouring” or a “pouring
out”, a “falling on” or a “coming upon”, or an “empowerment” or “receiving
power”.

And what Acts tells us implicitly, Paul states explicitly:
“Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery.
Instead, be filled with the Spirit.”

In Ephesians chapter 5 verse 18 we have this contrast, don’t we, between two
groups; those who imbibe way too much Pinot Noir which leads to a complete
lack of restraint, and then there are those who are to be filled with the
presence of the Spirit.

The thing is: if you are a follower of Jesus, the Holy Spirit is already resident in
your life.

No one confess Jesus is Lord except by the Holy Spirit.
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“What is the filling of the Holy Spirit?”
So what does this mean then?

You and | can experience of more of the reality of God the Holy Spirit in our
lives.

You can have a greater, deeper experience of that which already resides within
you.

| want to suggest this: to be filled with the Holy Spirit is to be under the
influence... of the Spirit in greater and greater way.

Not only that but it is in the present tense.
In other words the fullness of the Spirit is not a once-for-all experience which
we can never lose, but something to be renewed continuously.

Ephesians literally says... keep on being filled with the Spirit.
Keep coming under the influence of the Holy Spirit.

And here’s the other thing: Ephesians 5 verse 18 is a command!
It is not a tentative proposal; it’s not a suggestion.
To be filled with the Spirit is obligatory, not optional.

We are commanded to keep being filled with the Holy Spirit.

Why?
The story is told of an old guy who could be counted to show up to
meetings whenever a speaker came to town.
At the end of each service when the invitation was given, he would come
down the aisle, get down on his knees, raise his arms to heaven and cry
out, “Fill me, Jesus! Fill me! Fill me, Jesus!”
Then, within a matter of a week or two, he would slip back into his old
ways of living. But when the next round of meetings was held, he would
once again go to the meetings, walk down the aisle, and pray the prayer
over and over.
One time, he was down on his knees yelling to the ceiling, “Fill me,
Jesus! Fill me!” when suddenly from the back of the church some lady
yelled, “Don't do it Lord! He leaks.”

The things is: we leak; | leak and you leak.
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Life is demanding times; the Christian life, of following Jesus can be
demanding.

And at times our purely human resources are so limited.
Paul spoke of how human beings are “jars of clay”; fragile, so easily broken.

At times our world is hostile to our faith; that the says that the Christian faith
isn’t actually good for the world, where opponents say that it is actually the
opposite: Christianity negative, regressive, harmful and even dangerous,
lacking tolerance and inclusion.

We an enemy who wants to discourage and deter us; to make draw back from
following Jesus closely or at all.

We have a sinful human nature that wants to reassert itself.

Some of us are under the influence of aspects of our character and personality
that we do not like and we can’t seem to find a way free.

Some of us are under influence of desires that are dictating the course of your
life and you despair at times.

Some of us are under the influence of events of the past that are imposing
themselves on you are and how you interact with people.

For some of us this morning, it’s even the week that’s just been the weighs
heavily on your heart and mind.

In the face of these demands and influences the Spirit comes to each believer
as power greater than ourselves to do and accomplish God’s will.

And according to Scripture, being filled with the Spirit is the normative
Christian experience.

Ephesians 5:18 is a sentence written in the plural form.
In other words, it is addressed to the whole Christian community — all of you’s.
None of us is to get drunk; all of us are to be Spirit-filled.



The fullness of the Spirit is not an élitist privilege, but available for all the
people of God.

We saw this last week, it’s for all people, young and old, male or female, rich or
poor. So whoever you are, if you are a follower of Jesus, if Jesus is your King
and your Saviour, this is for you.

How does it happen?

Well | don’t believe we can’t fall back on a technique or a formula.

We can’t say that we’ve found the blueprint, the recipe that works every time.
You can’t engineer it.

Because you see, the Spirit isn’t just a power, He’s a Person.

When we do come, we don’t do so with some kind of technique but as those
who want to lay our lives open to Him, that we might come under His influence
in a greater and greater way.

So in many ways it’s not only about getting more of the Holy Spirit; it’s about
the Holy Spirit getting more of us, of you and me.

Impartation

To impart something is to pass on or transmit.

In the book of Acts and in other parts of Scripture there are a number of times
when the Holy Spirit is given through the laying on of hands.

The Spirit is imparted through others as they pray and as they place their
hands on us.

That’s the means. The channel is the other person that God uses.

Invitation

As we worship in song we adopt a posture with our arms like so:
| talked about this last year, it’s a posture of relinquishment.

It’s a posture of submission.

It can be a stance indicating surrender.

And it is also a posture of invitation.

Solitude



Others will say it comes by seeking our solitude. It’s in that still place free from
distraction that can ask for a fresh infilling.

It’s there you can do a moral inventory, and confess your wrongs to God and
ask His forgiveness and from that place ask God fill you again with His Spirit.

Luke 11:13:
“If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your
children, how much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit
to those who ask him!”



