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Reece Frith 1 –12 – 24 

 

“The Second Coming” 

Matthew 24:36 – 44; Philippians 3: 

 

Matthew 24:36 – 44: 

“But about that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in 

heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. As it was in the days of Noah, 

so it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. For in the days before the 

flood, people were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, 

up to the day Noah entered the ark; and they knew nothing about what 

would happen until the flood came and took them all away.  

That is how it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. Two men will be in 

the field; one will be taken and the other left. Two women will be 

grinding with a hand mill; one will be taken and the other left. 

 

Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what day your Lord 

will come. But understand this: If the owner of the house had known at 

what time of night the thief was coming, he would have kept watch and 

would not have let his house be broken into. So you also must be ready, 

because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect 

him.” 

 

Philippians 3:20 – 21: 

“But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Saviour from 

there, the Lord Jesus Christ, who, by the power that enables him to bring 

everything under his control, will transform our lowly bodies so that they 

will be like his glorious body.” 

 

--------//-------- 

 

Who here has put up their Christmas tree? 

Who here has bought all their presents? 

Who here has sorted out the menu for Christmas Day? 

Who has done none of the above? 

 

We might expect then to start hearing some of the Christmas story today, but 

we don’t. 
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Instead we get Matthew 24; this not your normal Christmas reading(!) 

What on Earth has this got to do with Christmas? 

Part of the problem is that we forget that we’re in the season of Advent and 

Advent is not Christmas Day. 

We in the West have turned all of the start of December (and even weeks 

before it) into Christmas. 

One day expands into all the others. 

 

But we are not in Christmas but Advent. 

 

Advent simply means ‘coming’ or ‘arrival’.  

Christmas is the arrival of Jesus, coming into the world as child in Bethlehem. 

 

But Advent also looks forward.  

Jesus, the child of Bethlehem, became the man who is the saviour of the world. 

And as the Saviour of our world Jesus said that one day he would return to this 

planet – he will come again in glory. 

 

It features in nearly every book in the New Testament. 

 

The final words of the Scripture found in the final book of the Bible state:  

“He who testifies to these things says, “Yes, I am coming soon.”  

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

The grace of the Lord Jesus be with God’s people. Amen.” 

         Revelation 22:20 – 21  

 

The thing is, even though the Second Coming is so central to the Bible’s 

teaching, is has suffered from neglect on one hand or sensationalism on the 

other. 

 

I would say the early nineties was the hay day for end times theology 

with the book Left Behind being released in 1995 and the series selling 65 

million copies. 

In circles of which I was part, everyone was talking about the coming 

King and this idea called the rapture. 

The signs were everywhere; for me these were exciting times. 

 

Today, that excitement is not so much there.  
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Certainly in some circles yes, but not the breadth it had that time. 

 

So with that in mind, tell the person next to you everything that comes to mind 

when you think about the Jesus’ Second Advent, his Second Coming. 

 

--------//-------- 

 

What will happen? What will the events be? 

  

At some point in the future, at a time unknown to us all, Jesus will come back 

from heaven. 

He going physically, materially, return to this planet, to this Earth. 

Philippians says we eagerly await his appearance from heaven. 

 

It could be today, it could be tomorrow, it could 100 years from now. 

When that is, well it could be at any moment according to Jesus. 

 

Jesus says people will be eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage. 

In other words life will be fairly normal when he returns; dinner parties, 

weddings, commerce and labour will still feature. 

 

One of my favourite quotes is this: 

“Of all the signs described by our Lord as signalling the end of the world 

some we see already accomplished… For we now see that nation arises 

against nation and that there is more war now in our own times than 

ever before in history. Earthquakes overwhelm countless cities, as we 

often hear from other parts of the world. We endure endless plagues. It is 

true that we do not see signs in the sun and moon and stars, but from the 

changes of the atmosphere we may infer that these are not far off.” 

 

This was said by… Pope Gregory in 600AD. 

 

So Jesus will return.  

What will happen then? 

 

Well, you and I will be changed. There will be transformation.  

We who are alive at Jesus return will receive a gift – the gift of a new body. 

And that’s good news. 
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You see in the next 20 minutes or so, in the time it takes you to listen to 

my talk, hundreds of millions of cells in your body will have died.  

After this talk, your body will have about 5 pounds of dead cells sticking 

to it, ready to be either flaked off or flushed out. But here is the miracle 

of life, for every one of those cells that dies, another cell divides to 

replace it with a new one. 

 

The body is fearfully and wonderfully made:  

Your skin replaces itself every month, the stomach lining, every five days, 

the liver, every six weeks, the skeleton, every 3 months,  your cheek 

cells, 3 times a day, 

98% of the atoms in your body are replaced every year. Our bodies are 

both old and new at the same time.  

But then, later in life, something happens. After the age of 65 or 

thereabouts advanced aging sets in: 

1% of people under the age of 45 are afflicted with chronic diseases, 

but that increases to 5% of people between the age of 45 and 64, 

but after the age of 65, 86 people out of every 100 are afflicted with one 

or more chronic diseases. 

Now they are American figures, but I would hazard a guess, that NZ 

figures might not be that dissimilar.  

 

Paul, he also wrote in 1st Corinthians chapter 15: 

“Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be 

changed – in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet.  

For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we 

will be changed. For the perishable must clothe itself with the 

imperishable, and the mortal with immortality.” 

 

And as we heard in our reading this morning,  Jesus “will transform our lowly 

bodies so that they will be like his glorious body.” 

 

And remember when  Jesus rose from the dead he had a body. 

 

In Jesus’ resurrection we see continuity and discontinuity between our current 
existence and the next. 

 Jesus retained his identity... and so will we.  

 Jesus has a body. Jesus refers to himself as having ‘flesh and bones’. 
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Our future is an embodied existence. 

 Yet bodies are will in part similar and in part dissimilar.  

There will be sense in which, at first, they’ll be unrecognisable and at the 

same time a familiarity.  

There were times when people didn’t recognised Jesus like Mary who 

thought He was a gardener until he spoke... 

 He had the ability to enjoy food without needing it to survive. 

 Jesus was able disappear and reappear behind closed and locked 
doors kilometres away. (We can keep sneaking up on each other for all 
eternity). 

 Jesus had a body and tangible experiences but would no longer 
succumb to the ravages of disease, illness, age or accidents. 

 

I’ve talked with a number of senior folk over the years and many if not most 

are still young in their minds and young at heart. 

It’s just that their body won’t co-operate. It’s just there get-up-and-go had got-

up-and-gone. 

 

But what has happened to Jesus will happen for you too. 

He will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious body. 

No more illness.  

No more injury.  

No more hospital visits. 

No more terrible diagnosis. 

 

And not only will those of us who are alive at Jesus return receive a new body 

but everyone who has died trusting in him. 

 

There will be a resurrection. 

 

And in fact we’re told that those who have died trusting in Jesus will receive 

their new bodies first, the dead in Christ will rise first (and you can read about 

this in 1 Thessalonians 4). 

 

And because of this it will also be a time of reunion. 

You will see those loved ones, those family members, those friends who have 

gone before us in the faith.  

You will have body that can hug and embrace, give high fives or handshakes or 

fist-pumps. 
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And again we’re told that at Jesus return h will bring with him all those who 

lived their lives trusting him. 

 

Where will this happen though? 

 

You see when you die, or I die, before Jesus returns, you will go to be with 

Jesus in heaven. 

So after you die your soul - that immaterial part of you that is still conscious 

and contains your personality and character - will go to be with Jesus in 

paradise. 

It will be a place and a time of rest and refreshment, being held safely in the 

love of Christ is in the presence of God.  

If you are conscious and the presence of God, then there will be others who 

you know.  

It will be amazing! 

But here’s the thing: it is not your final destination. 

 

It is intermediate life. 

Ultimate life is to come.  

 

I mean, if we have new bodies, what space will they inhabit? 

 

Well, there will be a resurrection. 

There will be a reunion. 

There will be also be a restoration – a restoration of this planet. 

 

What Scripture says is God is an artist, an architect and an ethicist, and He has 

a plan for this planet. 

 

This is God’s planet. 

Did you know this? 

 

This planet is our ultimate destination.  
Did you know that? 
 

Revelation chapter 20 speaks of heaven coming down to Earth and the two will 

become one; that there will be a new heaven and new Earth. 

They will be joined. 

The earth will transformed and transfigured into a heavenly existence. 
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Heaven will not swallow up the earth and neither will the earth absorb heaven. 

You’ll have a heavenly earth and an earthly heaven. 

 

Perfect day in your perfect life will not even come close. 

 

No more pandemics.  

No more lockdowns. 

No more wild fires.  

No more devastating floods.  

No extinctions. 

No more famine 

No more armed conflicts and war.  

No more senseless tragedies. 

No death, no dying. 

 

“There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of 

things has passed away.” (Revelation 20:4) 

 

The Kingdom of God will be on earth as it is in heaven. 

God’s rule and reign will extend to every home on every street in every nation 

on this planet.  

 

There will be a resurrection. 

There will be a reunion. 

There will be restoration.  

 

And there will be a reckoning; there will be a judgement. 

 

Jesus speaks of it in Matthew. 

As the flood took the wicked away in judgement in the time of Noah, so with 

Jesus second Advent. 

Two will be together labouring in a field. One will be taken again in judgement 

the other left to enjoy God and His new world forever. 

 

Now you may “Okay this is the bad news that comes with the good news”. 

But judgement is actually part of the good news. 
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At Jesus return there will be a judgement and at last it will be with perfect 

justice. It will be by someone who has all the facts. It will be by someone who 

sees the complete picture. 

 

Jesus come to this world and in amongst all turmoil and grief caused by 

humans he will say, “This.ends.now. Enough is enough!” 

 

I mean, did you know an estimated 20 million people are trafficked into some 

form of modern slavery today. That’s more than any other time in history. Most 

are women and children. Many are forced into a life of prostitution, sexual 

assault and physical abuse.  

 

As we heard some weeks ago, 365 million Christians are persecuted world-wide 

for the simple act of following Jesus.  

 

Alongside that there will certain fallen angelic beings who have influenced the 

world towards evil and they will be judged.  

 

And there will also be those people who consciously and defiantly wanted to 

have nothing to do with God and the things of God. 

Those who have spurred His love, who deep, deep down, have rejected every 

advance and welcoming initiative and He will judge them. 

Those who have said in their heart of hearts, I want nothing to do with you. 

 

He will say something like this: “While you were living you wanted nothing to 

do with me. 

Before your death you wanted to have nothing to do with me. 

Now, after your death, I will not force my presence on you.” 

 

I will honour your decision even though it saddens me. 

 

You will go to the place of the dead and be there forever. 

 

--------//-------- 

 

So this morning… there is hope. 
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So if someone is standing on edge of their eternity, one of the cruellest things 

you could do is bang on about the All Blacks or United States politics or climate 

change or social justice or Black Lives Matters or White Privilege or whatever 

else. 

We have a message of hope – that in Christ this life is not the end and you will 

have a glorious future! 

 

Not only that but Jesus’ second advent is actually world affirming.  

Our planet, in case you haven’t noticed, has issues. 

Despite our best efforts - which are good and right - will not be good enough in 

the end. 

And as much as we care about the planet and the people on this planet there is 

Someone who cares about them infinitely more.  

 

The other thing I would say is to Jesus told us to “Watch!” and be ready. 

This is not about watching for the signs. Paul would later write to Timothy, 

“Watch and your life and doctrine closely.”1 

It’s about keeping watch over our lives and what we believe so they are 

protected by evil influence and line up with the coming King.  

 

                                                
1 1 Timothy 4:16 


